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to exercise special vigilance over the residents, since
one woman of this kind, drifting in from the under-
world of the streets, can, by her talk and unregenerate
advice, adversely influence and unsettle less experi-
enced girls, and in a very short time undo much of the
good which has been achieved.

A very few prostitutes who become pregnant, and
an equally small number of those suffering from
venereal disease who are forced to take advantage of
the help offered, are suitably cared for in the Homes,
and often influenced to take up an honest calling.
Occasionally a prostitute will enter a Rescue Home,
whether of her own free will or after continuous
persuasion by a worker, with the definite intention of
changing her way of life. These women, who in some
cases may have spent as much as ten years of their
lives on the streets, often do exceedingly well; a
number of them are happily married in due course and
afterwards live useful and virtuous lives.

The fact that a woman often becomes a prostitute
under pressure of circumstances and in spite of a
realization of the degradation of her calling, is
instanced by the efforts that these women will some-
times make to prevent a young girl from going astray.
It is not an unknown thing for a prostitute to approach
a rescue worker, who, professionally at least, can
scarcely be regarded by her as a friend, and ask her
to use her influence upon a young acquaintance who
is following an irregular life. Similarly, they will
sometimes confide in the Police. The cynic might be
inclined to suggest that fear of competition supplies
sufficient motive for such action, but those who are
most closely in touch with the circumstances know
that the motive is altruistic.

On the other hand there is no doubt that hardened
prostitutes often like to make a friend of a more
innocent girl and to initiate her into their own way of
living. Older women, too, very often persuade young